
RSL Music Practitioner Qualifications  
Extended Certificate (Year 1/Year 2) 
MUSPRA 318 Listening to Music 

Credit Value: 10 

Context: 

Objective and critical analysis utilising listening skills is a fundamental part of music creation 
and appreciation. To be able to compose music it is also important that the learners are aware 
of their own place in the development of contemporary   music and its wider social context. 
This unit will develop and assess the learners' listening skills, knowledge and awareness of 
music and ultimately inform their own creative development. 
Scenario: You will learn to appraise music by analysing its musical elements, emotional 
responses to it and factors that govern these. 

Learning Outcomes:  

1. Recognise the relationship between the key elements of music and the personal 
responses they elicit. 

What YOU will do: 

Identify your likes and dislikes in music 
Identify personal factors that govern this 
Identify factors in the music that govern this 
Identify moods and responses that music can create 
Identify elements of musical composition that influence these reactions and responses. 

 
When is it due? 

Set date: 1 NOVEMBER 2017 
Due date: 15 MARCH 2018 

Presentation dates: 14 & 15 March 2018 

How you are assessed: 

Initial task: Design a questionnaire using Survey Monkey that researches the musical taste of 
your class mates and friends, focusing in particular on music that they love and hate or what 
type of music they are most likely to form a connection with and why. If properly designed this 
questionnaire will give you lots of material and ideas to consider as you proceed with this unit. 

Report: 

Task 1: Create a report or presentation which analyses two contrasting pieces of music in 
terms of the effect they may have on the listener and the various influential factors that 
underpin that response. 

Task 2: Analyse the key musical features of the piece in terms of harmony, melody, texture 
and timbre, subject matter and sonic characteristics. 



Presentation:  

Task 3: Take us through your emotional connection and responses to music since age 10 and 
factors that have influenced this 

Task 4: Analyse your own musical tastes demonstrating understanding gained as a result of 
activities within this unit. 

Research: skills relating to Analysing Music in Context 

Books/research:  

Wikipedia intro to Music and Emotion 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_and_emotion 

A PhD thesis on emotion and context in music preference 

https://www.eecs.qmul.ac.uk/~simond/phd/YadingSong-PhD-Thesis.pdf 

Physical and emotional responses to music; music and the brain 

https://mlifka.wordpress.com/physical-and-emotional-responses-to-music/ 

Video resources 

TED talk: Michael Tilson Thomas ‘Music and Emotion Through Time’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FD5ZKi-moMU 

TED talk: Lucas Vidal – Shaping the emotions of the audience in film music 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Q88lLOL2dI 
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Credit Value: 10 
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