RSL Music Practitioner Qualifications Sir John Hunt

Subsidiary Diploma (Year 1) V |
MUSPRA 363 Session Musician .’L L LA
Credit Value: 10

Context:

To work as a session musician in the main requires versatility, creativity and professionalism.
Mostly, session musicians are hired for their ability to work well with others and their capacity
to turn their talents efficiently and effectively to a range of musical styles and contexts. In some
cases, a musician or musicians may be hired on the strength of their ability in one particular,
more specialist style/genre, for example a funk bassist or a reggae rhythm section.

Session musicians may also be called upon as arrangers to create parts for themselves and
others. In a crowded market where money is usually tight, a reputation for professionalism
combined with the ability to do a job well, usually under direction and always without fuss,
under rigid time constraints is the key to being hired.

Often, a musician's reputation for having good interpersonal skills may be enough to tip the
balance where several people may be being considered for a single role. The session
musician often combines this aspect of their professional life with other musical activity and
uses this broader context to stay abreast of developing musical trends, styles and
opportunities.



Scenario: Session musican Michael Kruk (http://www.michaelkruk.com/about.html) has
recently visited your college, and gave a talk about being a session musician. He has

recommended that you join an agency, so that they can help you look for work, which may be
best suited for you.

Learning Outcomes:

1. Demonstrate skills required to operate as a session musician and evaluate suitability for
the role

What YOU will do:

Task 1.1: Complete the application form (attached) for Tunedly (https://tunedly.com) so that you
can registered with them. The application form asks for:

* X2 mp3 samples of your work
* Information about: Include everything music related i.e. qualifications, education,
awards, previous experience etc.
Ensure that you have document examples and evidence of:
o Your knowledge of the technical and musical requirements of the rock/pop
style
o You ability to respond to musical direction regarding a specific brief
o You ability to process musical information quickly and efficiently
o Your vast experience of live and studio performance environments

When is it due?

Set date: 31st October 2016. Due: 15th November 2016

1.1 Analyse personal goals in relation to the role of a session musician, implementing strategies
relating to the following:
a. good knowledge of the technical and musical requirements of the style/genre in
question
b. responding to musical direction in relation to a specific brief
c. processing musical information quickly and efficiently
d. experience of live and studio performance environments



http://www.michaelkruk.com/about.html
https://tunedly.com

Task 2: Having registered with the session musicians agency, you have received a letter
from a songwriter, offering you your first commission:

IME RECORDINGS

020 2411 7688 14 May 2017
alr@ime.com

Joshua Smith

18 Portland Place ADDRESS 1
London :r i
SW1 4AA VT vouth

Dear Joshua

Further to your recent application for Tunedly, you have been chosen for a
forthcoming recording session, at cur Devon-Hub studios.

Instrument part required: Drums & Percussion

Date: 20 May 2017
Time/s 10am - Spm
Studio Address: SJH Studics

Lancaster Gardens
Whitkeigh, Plymouth PLS 4AA

Songwriter: Jay Davies
Song Title: The Best Days Are Behind You
Demo: CD attached

Jay Davies wil be working with you on the session, with an in-house engineer.
He is keen to keep the amangament fluid, and hopes that you wil be able to try-
out several arrangaments of the song on the moming of the sassion.

Drums will be fully mic'd up in the drum booth, with Jay playing digital piano and
singing in the control room. There will be no click part supplied, as the
songwriter is looking for an organic live-feel to the sassion.

We hope you are comfortable and famiiar with this way of working.

Sincerely yours,

Task 1.2A: Work with your teacher (the actual songwriter) and record the answers to the
following questions:

1. What is the exact nature of the session?
2.What musical direction will you be given?
3.What are the time constraints?

4. What potential will there be for you to provide creative input?



Task 1.2B:
Self-assess your own skills, by responding to the following questions:

1.Having listening to a demo recording of the track, how confident are you in your own ability?
How are you going to play it; very safe, or will you seek to experiment and add your own
take on the song?

2.What are you exact personal equipment needs?

3.What your personal Health & Safety implications?

1.2 Prepare for a specific music session as agreed with a tutor, assessing the implications of the
following on their ability to perform effectively:
a. the nature of the session
b. musical direction (including how the instrumental/vocal part may be communicated to
the session musician)
time constraints
own ability to play their musical part
potential for creative input
personal equipment needs
personal Health & Safety implications

©mean

Task 1.3: On the set day, your are to record your instrumental part for the session. Evidence
required: Multi-track recording (mp3)

1.3 Undertake the role of a session musician in the session identified in 1.2, relevant to the
personal aims identified in 1.1

Task 1.4: Write a report evaluating:

the success of the recording from a personal perspective and incorporating feedback
from the songwriter

how well you prepared for the recordings, your strengths and any improvements that
could have been made

What could you still do to ensure your suitability for such work in the future?

1.4 Draw conclusions on the success of the session by analysing comments made by the musical
director/tutor in relation to:
* the performance of the music in the session situation
« the preparation process as a whole
distinguishing between strengths and areas requiring further development, to inform
strategies for effective performance as a session musician in the future.




Appendix:

Application form - Task 1.1:

Unit 363 Session Musican Name:

Session Musician/Engineer Application Form

Thank you for your imeress 10 become 3 Tunedly Session musician. As you Can imagine, we receive a lot of
applications. Rest assured, we review every appiicalion Det 0nly COntact Ihose who meet our strict standarnds for
SOITOT TURCars

Name *
Type to enter tex! Type to enter tex!
Which Instrument(s) do you play? * How many years professional experence do you have? *
Type to enter text Type to enter tex!
Email * What has been your biggest music career acomplishment? *
Type to enter tex! Type to enter tex!

Tell about yourself. include everything music related Le. credits, education, rewards, etc. *
Type to enter lext - continue on separale sheel.

Mtach & sample of your previous work (mp3 Sle, ma Astach 2 sample of your previous work (mpd file, max
10MB) * .

1508)
MchcMnm. mammm

Subemit

Session Musician/Engineer Application Form

Thank you for your enes! 10 Decome & Tunedly SERRON Muscian. As you Gan Imagine, we receive a lot of
APPICAlons Res! a5sured. wo revies Gviry Spplcalon Dl 0nly CONtact INose who maet our sinct standands for

SOION Muncans




